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History, ldentity, & Witness

“The best In the world g/
. The only thing that can do that is V(Ken
Burns, quoting The Overstory, Richard Powers, 2018) B R FENL
. Knowing our in the contextof and in& & ——=

partnership with our community helps us to understand who we are
— our

Our as followers of Jesus develops through an
understanding of our . our personal individual stories, the
stories of Israel, the story of Jesus, the story of Christianity, and the

stories of our local churches.
Our

In relation to Jesus and to our community.
And that requires , hot only of our , but also of
In local parishes.



An Example: Early History of St. Mark’s, Durango

March 1892
March 1881

Lewrcowl Cawen, Luraneo.




St. Mark’s, Durango 18801881

Durango Record, January 10, 1880
Caroline Romney, owner & editor
 The
on November 7, 1880.
 The was
held on December 20, 1880, in
the Delmonico Hotel, by Rev.
C.M. (Parson) Hoge.
 The finished
Durango’s In
February of 1881.
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Fund|ng & BUIIdlng the

The $2,000 lot was secured at no cost from the Town
Company because

raised money for the building and its
furnishings in , , and (perhaps)
brothels, wearing a six-gun over his cassock.
At least one gambling hall installed a “

at the door.

and used
local volunteer labor to help with the construction.
According to Hoge, , @ prosperous

teamster, road builder, Indian fighter, and railroad
man “assumed all the responsibility and expense of
putting up the building.”

THE REV. C. MONTGOMERY

HOGE.




A memoir by A.P. Camp recorded in 1925 in Pioneers of
the San Juan Country, Vol., |, notes the following:

“On the occasion of . he
as

usual one Sunday evening; after the service he went
down on the street and into a gambling place where

was going on. He but

in his pocket; he bet

that money and . The next morning, he
handed this to the Bishop who said, ‘Why how'’s this,
$80! There were only a few people there — you have
made a mistake.” But

L : Na @ .
I BiSAOD John-Erankli

'”

By 1882, despite his penchant for gambling, J. L.
Pennington had been elected as :
and he helped celebrate the completion of the Denver &
Rio Grande Railroad from Durango to Silverton during that
year.



St. Mark’s 1881 Church

* The building was essentially with
, a , wooden benches,
and a small raised platform at one end.
* |t was, however, Durango’s and




First Service In the New Church
February 27, 1881

Began with “the reading of the epistle for the day and a part of the evening
service” which was followed by a program “consisting mainly of addresses
and music.”

Music was “alternately furnished by a ... and a part of the

The “worthy pastor, Rev. C.M. Hoge,
to participate, and

Mrs. Romney, the newspaper editor, read a “little poem, entltled St. Mark’s

Church.”

Mr. French “emphasized

Mr. McCloskey thanked the church for affording the “waters of life to thirsty
souls.”



First Service In the New Church

February 27, 1881
continued

Dr. Plumb “expressed the opinion that those churches that are devoted . . . to the
, that teach the most vital and

. and . Will do most for
the advancement of man, and the consequent glory of God.”
Mr. Sumner “predicted that , will

accept truth from whatever source, whether drawn from the Bible or from the great
and good men, the poets and priests of latter days.”

, of Silverton ( and friend of the
parson) “affirmed his belief in the efficacy of the church and said that . . . [the
church] at least in modern days has done nothing except good. . . .”

“. .. gave a brief address, concurring in most of the ideas advanced
by the previous speakers and reviewing the history of the undertaking of building a

church edifice in Durango.” 9



Commentary on St. Mark’'s Upgrade
Durango Herald, September 8, 1881

“Carpenters are busily at work on St. Mark'’s
Church, and that edifice will soon be
thoroughly repaired (construction will be
completed) and ready for any kind of fall or
winter weather.

(There were rumors that

was used to complete the project, but

Lewrcomnt Cawen, LDuraneo.
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Ecumenical Concert at the Baptist Ch
Durango Herald, July 14, 1881

BzviA. L. Lzoxaun, pastor of the
Presbyterian Church; Rev. O. M
Hoge,pastor of the Episcopal Church;
Bev. William Osburn, pastor of the
Methodist Church; and Rev. M. C.
Brennan, pastor of the Catholic
Church, all of Durango, sat side by
side on the platform, during the re-
| cent concert at the Baptist church.
It was & notable group, and all well
wubcuol‘rohgwnmdohghhdto
witness thi fraternal spirit thus mag-
ifested by the wortby guntlumn
named.-

NP

e T
g RS S N ""V"‘ R

S ST e i TR e O R

BAPTIST CHURCH.

northeast corner of 4th Ave. & 10th St.




“Fashionable Colored Weddlng
The Southwest, March 31, 1883

A Faahionablo 0010rod Weddmg

Ou last Wednesdny evening. Mr. E. C.
| : md_Miu—Louin_l?e:tl,
mrriedbyRev. >. M. Hoge. After the

ceremonies were .over the party pro-
ceeded to Beéoit’s  Hall where dancing

was kopt up till & late hour, . Mr. Miner
is the most popular porter- on the. Pnll-
man palace cars between Dnrango and
‘-Déﬁier S e i
“A large nuinber of Durango’s cmzm

were present at the coremony £ 12
’—'__* M 2, . ":;"-‘ :




Durango Before the Great Fire of 1889

Courtesy LaPlata Historical Society

Durango circa 1888
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Great Durango Fire July 1, 1889
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St. Mark’s Rebuilt in Stone 1881-1892
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St. Mark's Parish Register 1891

—
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Fergus Graham’s Father, George Mason Graham

died in the spring of 1881
memorialized in

1891
never visited Durango or
Colorado

the “ ” and friend of

Wm. Tecumseh Sherman
a white supremacist who
in

Rapides Parish Louisiana
before and during the Civil War
organized a

to prevent a slave
uprising
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St. Mark’s Parish Reglster 1891

Families.

NUMBER.

NAMES. Age. B.L.C. NAMES. dge. BLC.  Residence, &g,
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Frank Fitchue (1855-1917)

bq 5#?&

in St. Louis, MO
family moved to Kansas after Civil War
came to Durango in early 1880s
worked as a

helped foil a
First National Bank V.P. and St.
Mark’s parishioner,

— and provided him with
paper, pencils and a desk
worked as a porter at Strater Hotel
after its construction 1887
hired as In
1893
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St. Mark'’s Vestry Minuts 1893
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Durango African Methodist Episcopal Church

« Durango had about
in 1907
e the Durango A.M.E. Church,
, Was
black citizens’
choice vs. white segregation?)
. was one of its
founders and probably its major
financial supporter
e used
e probably before Frank
Fitchue’s death in
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Frank Became a Successful Mine Manager 1917

FRANK ¥, FITCHUE

FRANK F. FITCHUE

The Only Negro Copper King
in Colorado.

Frank F. Fitchue, was born
in the suburbs of Kansas City
Mo, September 15.1855, was
raised in and near Lawrence
eoming to Colorado and lo.
caling at Durango 36 years
ago. Thirty years ago he be
came interested in mining and
prospected during his spare
time when off duty. He work
ed for 12 years tor the Du.
rango Bank and Trust Co. as
porter, trom which place he
went to manage the great Mis
souri mine which he thinks
will not only make him rich
but famous- For 7 years he
was empjoyed in the First Na
tional Bank of that city and
enjoyed the greatest confi-
dence of his employers. Tak
ing over the active manage.-
ment, he soon found thart this
great mine would require not
only his time there but him
living right at the mine and

» he, therefore moved to his
f mine last November to live.
The Missouri Copper Mine.

The Missouri group is the
largest known group of 'cop-
per mineral in the State and

Yis situated in Montezuema
County, South of Rico Camp

on the Rio Grande Southern
Rail road, extending one
mile. It being situated
among some of the ranches,
at all times of the year itis of
casy access, crossing the State
Highway, as well as, the Do.
lores River. Mr. Fitchue em-

ploys 4 miners who have been |
and are now mining some fine|

bodies of ore consisting ol
gold, siiver and copper valucs.

The vein is 1oo [eet wide and
prospects for a great milling
property are evident. So flat
tering are the wealthy antici-
pations that a local syndicate
bave offered to bond and lease
the same for a handsome
price. Ore extracted from
this mine casily runs Sto0a
ton. Preparations are being
made for the installing of a
side track for shipping pur.
poses, the distance from the
mine to the side-track being
600 feect Frank F. Fitchue
is the sole owner, a young un.
married man who owns a love
ly home at 760 6th Ave., Du-
rango, Colo.,, 4 Chufrch man,
being & member of the St.
Marks Episcopal Church

Denver Star
April 14, 1917
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Frank Fitchue’s Death, November 1917

Durango Semi-
Weekly Herald,
Nov. 1,1917

the sawdust,

TH OF FRANK F. FITCHUE

F. Fitchue, a thrifty col-

d man, who had run the gamut

{ western experiences, died at Mer
y hospital this morning after an
ilness of more than two months’ dura-
ion. His residence in the San Juan
in dated back to the waning '70's
‘hen the Silverton mining district
as in its infancy and the preseat
ite of Durango was a camping plac:
i nomad redskins, He came to Du
ango in the early '80's and servea
Jonitor for the First Nationa!
ank when the institution was firs!
Of reccent times he was i

of the Durango Trus

ny for several years. He wa:

| ‘ndustrious and saving and each yea

yut aside a certain amount of hi
arnings.
tantial residence property in Du
ingo and considerable valuable min

j ng property. |
| In carly summer he spent some

| time in the Bear
| where his property, the

Creek section
Missour

sirl, is located. It is believed thai

vertaxing himself while getting ou |
yre for shipment from this mine

rought on the illness that caused hi:
ith, the labor proving too stren
us for his sixty-odd years. Dur-
ng the later years of his life the
Jurango Trust company looked afte,
1is business affairs and as a toke:
appreciation he left the institu-
100 and named it the executo
estate. He further establish

d a good precedent by making be
ts to St. Mar} hurch in Duran
and the Warrent Street Baptist
at Lawrence, Kan., each re-

$100. Several relatives are

immed beneficiaries in his will. His
hody was taken to the Goodman Un-

—— e e e -

His estate included a sub |

dertaking parlors. As yet no funer-
al arrangements have been made.

CUT THIS OUT—IT 1S WORTH
MONEY.

DON'T MISS THIS. Cut out this
slip, enclose with 6c and mail it to
Foley & Co., 2836 Sheffield Ave,,
Chicago, Ill.,, writing your name and
address plainly. You will receive in
return a trial package containing
‘Foley’s Honey and Tar Compound,
for coughs, colds and croup; Foley
Kidney Pills, for pain in sides and
back, rheumatism, backache, kidney
ind  bladder ailments; and  Foley
_athartic Tagblets, a wholesome and
horoly cleansing cathartic for con-
stipation, biliousness, headache and
luggish bowels.—S. G. Wall and Du-

go Drug Company.

FISHERDICK, SLLL STORE

The C. W. Fisherdicks have sold
their mereantile establishment on the
La Plata to John M. Smith and will
levote their entire attention to their
tock and land interests.

WORTH THEIR WEIGHT IN GOLD

No man can d(; his best when suf-

fering from  backache, rheumatic

| puins, swollen joints, sore muscles or

sther symptoms of kidney trouble,
B. H. Stone, 840 N. 2d St. Reading,

| Pa., writes: “I contracted a most se-
| vere casze of kidney trouble, 1 grad-
?uully grew worse and for months
| was wnable to attend to business, I
! Legan to use Foley Kidney lills and

soon founu e paing were gone and
[ have had no aches since. They
have been worth their weight in gold
to me.”—S. G. Wall and Durango
Drug Company.

The A.M.E. Church had
probably closed by late 1917
because was
held in “Goodman’s

Undertaking parlors™ on Nov.
3,1917.

conducted
the service.
The Durango Democrat
reported that “

of the city, were
present....”

23



George Barnett 1885

served as a “houseman” to some of the “more affluent families of young Durango”

24



Blackface Minstrel Shows in Durango

THE MINSTREL SHOW.
S e

The first night's performance by
Durango’s Lady Minstrels was  wit-
nessed last night at the opera house
by a fairsized congregation. The
performance consisted of sixteen Ia-
dies whose identity Is not made pub-
lle, They are working in the interest
of the Ladies’ Guild. Their faces
were blackened and each wore a
black skirt reaching to the shoe tops,
\ dress coal and walstcoat, white
shirt and collar and necktie, while the
lapel of each one’'s coat was adorned
with a huge chryvsanthemum or other
Hower,

Durango Semi-
Weekly Herald
Feb. 18, 1904
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Regardless of the storm last night
an immense crowd greetéd the Smart

Set Minstrels at Re n'. hall
six _hundred “being~™In altendance

From artistic, social and financial
standpoints the entertainment was a
complete success. Every number was
a hit and worthy of the unstinted ap-
plause and laughter it received.

The affair was handsomely staged
The opening scene was an Oriental
court, the setting formed in part by a
white background and canopy profuse
ly decorated with yellow chrysanthe-
mums artistically arranged. Sun-
flowers of dimensions that bespoke
the favor of colored people shaded the
footlights. Yellow and purple were
the predominating colors of the cos-
tumes worn by the twenty-one enter-
tainers. Dark red electricts at the
rear heightened the coloring. Spot
lights had important parts in enhanc-
ing the beauty of scene,

The cream of local talent had part,

the Mesdames J. R. C. Tyler, Fred
Egan, Joe Clark, George Tiffany, E.
K. Chase, A. R. llette, Rowe Pin-
grey, Reese MeC ey, E. H. Burdick,
Carl Coulson, George White
| Jakway, Grace Bishop,
Chapman, and the Mes 1= |
lin, Ray Morris, George Moody and |
Jesse Hocker., Miss Marion Harwood,
of Ignacio, and Mr. Harrish Ingra-
ham, of New York, who ealls Duran-
go home for the present, gave the
entertainment the profession touch
that would win them recognition any-
where.,

. Fred Egan was interluctor and
the wadames { White and
the Me s ‘ris, Hocek-
er and Moody were en.

The curtains were on . the
company seated in a semi-circle. The
initial number, “Ladies of the Harem”
was an excellent example of the splen-
did chorus work, but everybody was

“who was
who” among the cork d: erform-
ers it did not receive the appreciation

deserved. The Bostonian orchestra
accompaniment was excellent in this
as well as every other portion of the
program and their playing had a most
important part in the success of the
entertainment,

“Smart Set Minstrels is Success”
Durango Semi-Weekly Herald
May 3, 1915
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St. Mark’s Historical Withess?
Matt. 25: 31-36

31"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels
with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the
nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and
the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right
hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world; 35for | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink,

, 3] was naked and you gave me clothing, | was
sick and you took care of me, | was in prison and you visited

J

me.



St. Mark’s Historical Withess?

How did St. Mark’s do with regard to following Jesus as the parish and
its members interacted with * " (particularly black strangers)
who were showing up in late 19" and early 20t Century Durango?
In comparison to cultural perceptions and practices regarding race in
the rest of the country — probably not too badly.
In relation to Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 25, we had (and still have) a
long way to go.
One of our failings was that, because

, we generally saw our black neighbors
(and persons of other ethnicities, including indigenous tribal members)

as (especially if they were poor or
uneducated).
We seemed to understand that we had some ., as Christians,

to help them, but we did not seem to perceive them and their
differences as

28



St. Mark’s Historical Wltness’?

* One very unlikely St. Mark’s parishioner, however, may have
understood that strangers — particularly —
when they show up in our lives.

« Listed as the father of a family recorded in
was a medal-of-honor

recipient during the Civil War who became an irascible 4 Yek S o
curmudgeon , one of whose publications V /& ‘
was called 6

Families.

NUMBER.

Age. B.C.C. Residence, &c.

Gpetereasl,

29




St. Mark'’s Historical Withess”?

David F. Day and Frank Hartman of David E (Dave
[ne“tpapm* ale exchanger rtetm’ g
ishots at each other about Y 0 p -~
at & distance of from elght to ﬁiggg
feat, and hoth stlil live o renew the

flght at o Tater day., [t was a slreet

* He was constantly at war with local [

Trouble has bedn brewing In the

11 A1 : | news leld for spme months, . Las
politicians, community leaders, N oveoator Dy ‘ha woute it Bia
: : - e~

and rival newspapers makmg him [ \Wah Inatiuted by the unlons, and tn
) | merchants to a large extent, upon de

imaud withdrew their paironsge. The

th e ta rg et Of over trades unions sturted whuat is Kaown as
" {the Trades Juumul tHartmar up o last
:wueh having done the principsl welting

® In he even Etfn‘;hg‘m.l:m ’_l‘h«" ‘Pradvs Jmunal | o

LW : L9ated ¢ onnect-
ted with it in hisg we‘llrtmowx;x atyle,

U Yn oaddiidon e this the padt” week & -
vigorouy uewspuper war has bhoen on
ibetween Bditor Higginae of the Myl [/
ting Telegraph and Day of the Dewmo- \ Y%
ferat, Higgins  ampoguing Tigy. and ’
Intating thaf he was ready and willing
;tu meet him at any time and sny Hlave.

“exchanging ...ata

7

sunday moruing Doy aylted Higglus
0 . fto s duel, to be fought i Nes Moxloo
(miraculously, both men survived T

. . .. a8 well be dewd as to Hye agder the
Wlthout ma Or |n ur }castigntion of she Telegraph.

J J y 0 ' Monsay nfternoon Higglos veplied ia
the Telegrapiy that he was willing to
take pet ek with Day, bt dectined
ducly saying Duy was (00 fow T thius
‘Youar, uml paopla Ve Lern (QoRTNg
for & weeting betwein the two. Ar Jrat
it was supmacd the  shooriig mxn bes

tween Chem. Akron, Colorado Pioneer Press,

Day was sot toushed, while mny e
huliet hmh offoct N8 Flariman. CRNRng
feah wuund fo the g, poasls May 22, 1903
bly lmlt an fnch deup.
{ Days paper puhiishen wn, mﬂwrml EAE
copting Flepiug' . orapimats o fght fue
gquarrol out s the styeet. 30
The city toaeshal  dectiras el b
&\' 41 do his best o vie%?w iae peumr




Dave Day and the A.M.E. Church

* Whatever his faults, and they were many, Dave Day in published in his
Durango Democrat paper ,‘ :
(including ) that acknowledged the gifts Mr. Day received from oA

“colored people” during the Civil War. It reads:

“Col. Dave Day of the Durango Democrat has not charged the members of
the A.M.E. church one cent for, we might say, our grievances, as a
congregation.

His name will be enrolled upon our church record of membership. It will be
the first church he ever had membership with, The African Methodist
Church.”

 They must have been unaware that he had been “enrolled” at St. Mark’s in
1893, but they probably thought no church other than theirs would have claimed
him.

« Hopefully, those of us who are white Christians today will, like our errant
forebearer Dave Day, have epiphanies that help us to recognize that ethnic and
other strangers are, like Jesus himself, truly gifts from God — and that such
epiphanies will help us to follow Jesus more authentically.
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Durango African Methodist Episcopal Church Gratitude

THIS IS GRATITUDE.

Col. Dave Day of the Durango Dem-
ocrat has not charged the members
of the A. M. E. church one cent for,
we might say, our grievances, as a
congregation. No dollar will be ac-
copted from the colored people. When
escaping from Andersonviile and Flor-
ence prisons In 1864, the colored peo-
nle helped and fed him, a gratitude
that forty-four years wont wear off.
His name will be enrolled upon our
church record of membership. It will
be the flrst church he ever had mem-

bership with, the African Methedlst
church.

(Signed)
FRANK F. FITCHUE. Trustee.
A. E. ROSE.
G. W. WQODEN.
GEO. BARNETT.
MRS. K. WILLIAMS.
CHAS. WRIGHT.
JAS. TAYLOR.
MRS. BELLE WASHINGTON.
¥, D. YOUNG.
JAS. EDWARDS,
GEO. LAWRENCE.

Durango Democrat, 11/13/1909
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Connecting Our History With Our Community

* historical sermons — All Saints’ Day

 funerals

* local museums — Animas Museum & LaPlata County

listorical Society (sharing old church registers and
minutes)

* |local educational institutions — Fort Lewis College Center
of Southwest Studies

* |local service club presentations — Rotary, Kiwanis

 statewide historical societies — History Colorado

* history tours of our old churches — buildings, bells,
windows, cemeteries, columbariums, & furnishings

 private history tour businesses — Horsefly History Tours =




Parish History Research Sources

parish registers

minutes of vestry meetings, annual parish meetings, & guild meetings
Episcopal Diocese of Utah Archives — Kurt Cook, Historiographer (parishes
on the Colorado western slope were part of the Missionary District of Salt
Lake from 1898 to 1907

Episcopal Diocese of Colorado Archives — limited historical resources
BYU library

History Colorado website — Colorado Historic Newspapers (Colorado
Historical Society)

Denver Library photo archives

late 19" and early 20" century Episcopal diocesan and missionary district
publications from Colorado and Utah

The Spirit of Missions, a national Episcopal journal published from 1836 to
1939

local colleges and universities — e.g. The Fort Lewis College Center for
Southwest Studies

34
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