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Restoring Our
Relationship to the Land
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With a spyglass on a clear morning,
one could see buffalo, bear, deer, elk,
antelope, bighorn sheep, and wolves -
all grazing or prowling about in a kind
of natural pageant. One traveler in the
early 1830s Wrote that the prairie in
places was “literally covered with
game”

Remi Nadeau — Fort Laramie and the
Sioux




Fort Laramie — Established 1834
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Fort Laramie Treaties 1851 & 1868
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“Unless immediate and appropriate
legislation is made for the protection
and government of the Indians, they

__must perish. Our country must forever
bear the disgrace and suffer the

/ retribution of its wrongdoing. Our
"/ children’s children will tell the sad :
_story in hushed tones and wonder how
>~ their fathers dared so to trample on
* justice, and trifle with God.”
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“The agreement an Indian makes to a United States treaty is like
the agreement a buffalo makes with his hunter when pierced with
arrows. All he can do is lie down and give in.” Chief Ouray
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Species
Recovery







Collaboration With Ranchers - A Prairie Recovery Success Story
(Photo credit Kimberly Fraser, USFWS)




Agriculture & Irrigation

S B s

w
]













G rO Wt h Species Extinction and Human Population
a n d D e C | | n e Human Population in Millions

Extinctions

* 96% of the weight of
mammals on Earth is
comprised of human
beings, our pets, and
livestock. “Wildlife”
comprises the remaining
4%

* Wildlife on earth has
declined 70% since 1960 Information Source - USGS
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Colorado population
« 1900 -543,000.

« 2022 - 5.84 million.
« 2040 - 7.52 million

Wyoming population
* 1900 -92,531

« 2022 - 581,381

US Population

* 1900 - 76 million

« 2022 — 334 million




The average person in the
West uses 150 gallons of
water per day. Sixty percent
of residential water
consumption (90 gallons of
water per person per day)
goes to support landscaping




Water Crisis

The Ogallala Aquafer will be 70%
depleted within the next 50 years.
(Source: Myhighplains.com)

“Salt lake as we know it is on track
to disappear within five years,"
(Source: USA Today)

The Colorado River is drying up,
but basin states have ‘““no plan’ on
how to cut water use - Colorado
Public Radio September 17, 2022



Climate Impacts

e Rising temperatures threaten
subalpine forests

* Fewer more intense
precipitation events

* Increased transpiration pulls
water from the soil



Climate Crisis

64% (389 out of 604) of North
American bird species are at risk of
extinction due loss of habitable
range, resulting from climate change

Source: Audubon Society, 2019




What can we
do?

e Create bipartisan alliances

* Reduce carbon output
e Support conservation efforts

* Answer the age-old question of
“what is enough?”




*We scientists don’t know how to do that”

“I used to think the top environmental
problems were biodiversity loss, ecosystem
collapse and climate change

| thought that with 30 years of good science
we could address those problems.

But | was wrong.
The top environmental problems are
selfishness, greed and apathy..

...and to deal with those we need a spiritual
and cultural transformation

- and we scientists don't know how to do that."
Gus Speth




Alternatives?

High Plains Environmental Center, in Loveland, CO has experimented extensively with
native landscapes, many of which are completely unirrigated.
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“The one thing we need more than hope is action.
Once we start to act, hope is everywhere. So
instead of looking for hope, look for action. Then,

and only then, hope will come.” - Greta Thunberg
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