STATE OF COLORADO STATUTES

State of Colorado (Colorado Revised Statutes (Hereinafter C.R.S.) Law defines child abuse as follows:

(1)  “Abuse’ or Child Abuse or Neglect’ means an act or omission in one of the following categories which threatens the health or welfare of a child.

(I) Any case in which a child exhibits evidence of skin bruising, bleeding, malnutrition, failure to thrive, burns, fracture of any bone, subdural hematoma, soft tissue swelling, or death and other such condition or death is not justifiable explained; where the history given concerning such condition or death is at variance with the degree of type of such condition or death; or the circumstances indicate that such condition or death may not be the product of an accidental occurrence.

II) Any case in which a child is subjected to sexual assault or molestation, sexual exploitation, or prostitution.

(III) Any case in which a child is a child in need of services because the child’s parents, legal guardians, or custodian, fail to take the same actions to provide adequate food, clothing, shelter, medical care, or supervision that a prudent parent would take.”

Church staff and volunteers are not listed by the State of Colorado as among those who are mandatory reporters of child abuse.  However, they are permissive reporters.  As 

permissive reporters, they will not be penalized by the state for not reporting instances of child abuse, but they can be sued by any victim for failure to report if they do not report reasonable suspicions.

IMMUNITY AND CONFIDENTIALITY

Under State of Colorado law-

Persons making good faith reports of suspected abuse or neglect are immune from any liability, both civil and criminal unless a court determines that such person’s behavior was willful, wanton, and malicious. (C.R.S. 19-3-309)

The name and address of any child or family involved in child abuse or neglect and the identity of persons making reports of suspected child abuse or neglect is confidential.

DEFINITIONS
The Diocese of Colorado defines sexual misconduct as follows:



Coercion

Sexual Coercion, which is the use of physical or emotional 




Power to gain sexual gratification.


Abuse

Sexual abuse or sexual molestation of any person, including  




but not limited to, any sexual involvement, sexual activity,




or sexual contact with a person whi is unable to consent






(including but not limited to a minor, under the age of 18);

Harassment
Sexual Harassment, which includes unwelcome sexually-




oriented language or conduct, including but not limited




to comments about sexual behavior, undesired physical




contact of a sexual nature, inappropriate sexually impli-




cative comments about a person’s clothing or physical




appearance, or repeated, unwelcome request for social




engagements; and 



Exploitation
Sexual Exploitation, which is a betrayal of trust in a pastoral




relationship by the development, or the attempted develop-




ment, of a sexual or romantic relationship between a member




of the clergy or a lay person in a position of trust and the




person whose care has been entrusted to that clergy or lay




person.

A PASTORAL RELATIONSHIP includes individuals providing pastor counseling, pastoral care, spiritual direction, and spiritual guidance or mentoring.

All ordained persons, canonically resident or functioning in a clerical role and postulants in this diocese are required to sign the Covenant for Sexual Responsibility.

The Diocese of Colorado strictly prohibits the interaction with minors by anyone with a civil or criminal record of sexual abuse, who has admitted prior sexual abuse or is known to have a mental health diagnosis of pedophilia, exhibitionism or voyeurism.

Appendix A  - Guidelines for Appropriate Affection in Ministry with Children or Youth
Guidelines for Appropriate Affection in Ministry with Children or Youth

The Diocese of Colorado and _____(Church name) _____is committed to creating and promoting a positive, nurturing environment for our children’s and youth ministries that protect our children and youth from abuse and our Church Workers from misunderstandings. When creating safe boundaries for children and youth, it is important to establish what types of affection are appropriate and inappropriate; otherwise that decision is left to each individual. Stating which behaviors are appropriate and inappropriate allows Church Workers to comfortably show positive affection in ministry, and yet identify individuals who are not maintaining safe boundaries with children or youth. These guidelines are based, in large part, on avoiding behaviors known to be used by child molesters to groom children or youth and their parents for future abuse. The following guidelines are to be carefully followed by all Church Workers working around or with children or youth. 

1. Love and affection are part of church life and ministry. There are many ways to demonstrate affection while maintaining positive and safe boundaries with children and youth. Some positive and appropriate forms of affection are listed below:

• Brief hugs.

• Pats on the shoulder or back.

• Handshakes.

• “High-fives” and hand slapping.

• Verbal praise.

• Touching hands, faces, shoulders and arms of children or youth.

• Arms around shoulders.

• Holding hands while walking with small children.

• Sitting beside small children.

• Kneeling or bending down for hugs with small children.

• Holding hands during prayer.

• Pats on the head when culturally appropriate. (For example, this gesture should typically be avoided in some Asian communities).

2. The following forms of affection are considered inappropriate with children and youth in ministry setting because many of them are the behaviors that child molesters use to groom children or youth and their parents for later molestation or can be, in and of themselves, sexual abuse. 

• Inappropriate or lengthy embraces.

• Kisses on the mouth.

• Holding children over three years old on the lap.

• Touching bottoms, chests or genital areas other than for appropriate

diapering or toileting of infants and toddlers.

• Showing affection in isolated areas such as bedrooms, closets, staff

only areas or other private rooms.

• Occupying a bed with a child or youth
• Touching knees or legs of children or youth.

• Wrestling with children or youth.

• Tickling children or youth.

• Piggyback rides.

• Any type of massage given by a child or youth to an adult.

• Any type of massage given by an adult to a child or youth.

• Any form of unwanted affection.

• Comments or compliments (spoken, written, or electronic) that relate

to physique or body development. Examples would be, “You sure are

developing,” or “You look really hot in those jeans.”

• Snapping bras or giving wedgies or similar touch of underwear

whether or not it is covered by other clothing.

• Giving gifts or money to individual children or youth.

• Private meals with individual children or youth.
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