Process and Requirements for Submitting Proposed Debatable Resolutions or Legislation


(from THE CANONS FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THE DIOCESE OF COLORADO; Canon 3, sections 3-5)



Section 3.  Proposed legislation and any debatable resolution to be considered by the diocesan convention shall be submitted in writing, together with a brief analysis of the proposer's intent and any fiscal impact, to the secretary of the diocesan convention at least sixty (60) days in advance of the convening thereof or, in the case of a special diocesan convention, at least twenty-five (25) days in advance of the convening thereof, and shall be signed by its proposer.  Any debatable resolution shall also be signed by a discernment group of at least twelve people chosen by the proposer from at least three congregations in this diocese, who shall certify that they have discussed the resolution with the proposer and support its consideration by the diocesan convention.  The secretary shall prepare copies of such proposals and distribute them by mail at least thirty (30) days in advance of the diocesan convention.

	Section 4.  Any proposed legislation or debatable resolutions which have not been filed with the secretary of the diocesan convention and distributed as provided in the preceding section of this canon, may be introduced at the diocesan convention only by the consent of twothirds of the delegates entitled to vote at the diocesan convention.  A debatable resolution offered under this section shall conform to the format and discernment process described in Section 3 of this Canon 3.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, proposed legislation and debatable resolutions introduced in the bishop's annual address to the diocesan convention may be considered at such diocesan convention without the consent of two-thirds of the delegates entitled to vote at the diocesan convention.  In all cases and prior to the time any vote shall be taken, copies of all  proposed legislation and debatable resolutions shall be made available to each individual entitled to vote thereon.

	Section 5.  New canons may be enacted and existing canons may be amended or repealed, in whole or in part, at any diocesan convention or special diocesan convention by the affirmative vote of both orders, voting separately.  Any new canon, or any amendment or repeal of an existing canon, shall be adopted pursuant to section 3 or section 4 of this canon.
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