
St Mary Magdalene Episcopal Church 
Boulder, Colorado 

Job Announcement: Curate/Associate Priest 

Job Title:   Curate (if  less than 3 years experience) or Associate Priest (if  more     
   than 3 years experience) 
Mailing Address:  PO Box 188, Niwot CO 80544 
Street Address:  4775 Cambridge St, Boulder CO 80301 
Phone:   (303) 530-1421 
Website:   smmboulder.org 
Contact:   Rev. Bruce H. Swinehart, Rector 
Email:   frbruce@smmboulder.org 

Parish Description 

St. Mary Magdalene was founded in 1982 as a mission plant of  St. John’s in Boulder. We have a membership 
of  about 130 families; before the pandemic our Average Sunday Attendance was 140.  During the pandemic 
our community has remained engaged in worship and community life through online platforms and we have 
continued to experience growth in membership and pledges.  During the pandemic we completed the final 
two years of  a 3-year capital campaign and an $800,000 building renovation. The construction was 
completed just prior to our return to in-person worship on October 3rd, 2021. 

We are served by a full-time Rector and part-time Music Director and Parish Administrator.  We have had a 
half-time Associate Priest on staff  since 2019.  We had a part-time Children, Youth and Families Missioner 
until August 2021; those job duties are now included in the Curate/Associate Priest job description. 

We Value: 

• God’s immutable presence in our spare but stunning worship space. 
• Our simple but reverent worship style. 
• Our voices raised in song, including traditional and contemporary music played on piano, guitar, 

mandolin, woodwind, brass, hand percussion and other instruments. 
• Our strong lay leadership, participation, and initiative. 
• Our children’s faith formation and inclusion in all aspects of  our community’s worship and common life 

(we have 46 children and youth from 26 families on our current roster). 
• Transformative Christian education and spiritual formation for adults and children. 
• Our commitment to embodying the Gospel’s imperatives of  compassionate service and witness to social 

justice through personal engagement, charitable giving, and service locally and globally.   
• Our opportunities for fun and fellowship; we like to gather socially. 
• Our capacity for loving and compassionate pastoral care. 
• God’s creation and our efforts to be good stewards of  it. 
• Exploring the many expressions of  Christian faith and practice, and those of  other traditions. 

http://smmboulder.org
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Boulder, Colorado  

St. Mary Magdalene is nestled in residential Heatherwood, a semi-rural suburb in unincorporated Boulder 
County. The neighborhood lies between the county’s largest two cities, Boulder and Longmont. It is 
approximately 15 minutes from downtown Boulder (to the south and west) as well as to downtown 
Longmont (to the north and east). The region is known for its natural beauty, bordered by the Rocky 
Mountains to the west and the High Plains to the east. Boulder County is an ideal location for outdoor 
enthusiasts. While the community has some racial and socio-economic diversity, it is predominantly a white, 
educated, middle- to upper- middle class community. The region is home to a host of  science, technology, 
R&D, medical, and government employers as well as the University of  Colorado, Naropa University, and 
other higher education institutions.  

Position Summary 

The Curate/Associate Priest works closely with the Rector, staff, and members of  our parish community to 
help carry out our mission and ministries, including: 

• Leading worship 
• Preaching 
• Teaching 
• Evangelism 
• Pastoral care 
• Faith formation and community building for children, youth, and families 
• Fostering a healthy common life 
• Outreach and Social Justice 
• Church governance, management and finance as needed 

Our worship and community life is now a hybrid of  in-person and online communication, connection, and 
engagement.  Our biggest concerns are to understand how this new reality draws some members closer to 
the heart of  our community, but leaves others feeling more distant.  How do we knit the many members of  
our community, who connect with us in so many different ways, into a single body? 

Compensation 

Salary will be according to the Diocese of  Colorado’s compensation schedule: $50,625 for 3/4 time 
Associate Priest; $59,325 for full-time Curate.  Health and dental insurance, pension, paid vacation and 
continuing education leave, and other benefits are included, based on diocesan and parish policies. 
Employment/appointment will be contingent on background screening and completion of  child abuse 
prevention training, as required by the Episcopal Church. 

To Apply: 

Please send your current OTM information and a resume to Rev. Bruce H. Swinehart at 
frbruce@smmboulder.org.  Please review our website (smmboulder.org) and respond to the following 
questions in your cover letter: 
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1. How do you see your particular gifts of  ministry strengthening and enlivening our community? 
2. As a first-time visitor, what impression does our website give you about our community?  Is anything 

unclear or confusing? 

Applications will be received until January 20, 2022.


