A Mariachi band plays for the special celebration on the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
at Cristo Rey, Denver. (Taken prior to COVID-19) Photo courtesy the Rev. Quirino Cornejo
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In view of these notable population shifts, and in order to live more
intentionally and faithfully into what God calls us, as the Church, to become,
we must strive for a more authentically multiethnic, multicultural church.
This struggle for real diversity is both a challenge and an opportunity for the
Church, in all its expressions. In faith and with integrity, we must go deeper
in seeking to form and equip congregations, so they more broadly reflect
who we are, who we have been, and who we are yet becoming.

LATINO COMMUNITY
& LATINO MINISTRY

ith population numbers

reaching 60.6 million in

2019, Latinos have made
the United States the second-
largest Hispanic country in the
world, after Mexico. In fact, the
Latino / Hispanic community
has become one of the fastest-
growing communities in the
country, with 10 million more
Hispanics living in the United
States than in 2010 (U.S. Census
Bureau Releases 2019, June 25,
2020). That’s the largest absolute
growth and an increase of 20%,
making Latinos the country’s
second-largest ethnic group,
after white non-Hispanic. They
make up 18.5 percent of the U.S.
population, the majority of whom
have been born here. With an
average age of 29.8 years, they are
also the youngest ethnic group in
the country.

The state of Colorado has seen

a 20.5 percent increase in the
Hispanic population this past
decade. More than 20 percent of
the total population in Colorado

are now Latinos, totaling nearly
1.3 million people.

In view of these notable population
shifts, and in order to live more
intentionally and faithfully into
what God calls us, as the Church,
to become, we must strive for a
more authentically multiethnic,
multicultural church. This
struggle for real diversity is both a
challenge and an opportunity for
the Church, in all its expressions.
In faith and with integrity, we
must go deeper in seeking to

form and equip congregations,

so they more broadly reflect who
we are, who we have been, and
who we are yet becoming. By “real
diversity,” I mean matching in our
congregations the ethnic and racial
composition of our respective
contexts working toward a fuller
glimpse of God’s image and the
fullness of God’s creation in our
congregations and communities.

In basing this article on the
strategic visions of the ELCA
(Evangelical Lutheran Church

BY THE REV. QUIRINO CORNEJO

of American) and the Episcopal
Church, I wish to focus on the
Latino community as but one
component of a multiethnic,
multicultural church. As a
“community of communities,”
Latinos comprise diverse peoples.
Latinos are descendants of
Indigenous people, people of
African, Asian, and European
descent. Their cultures meld

into a multicultural identity. The
resulting diversity is seen by many
Latinos as a gift from God. Latinos
represent a mix of nationalities,
ethnicities, and degrees of
acculturation into mainstream
American culture. Not all Latinos
speak, read, and write Spanish

or Portuguese. Documentation
status differs: Most Latinos

are legal residents, citizens, or
U.S.-born; only a minority are
undocumented immigrants.

The Latino community
considers itself as a spiritual
and cultural stream nurturing
and contributing to be a more
diverse United States and the
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Caribbean. Their contributions

arise from understanding of
their Christian and historic
responsibilities, observing their
transformation from being
objects of the Gospel to subjects
of the Gospel: from being only
recipients of the Good News to
becoming the agents of Gospel
proclamation; from ministry
for, to ministry with. That is,
they are becoming the means
through which God is renewing
the Gospel proclamation
worldwide, particularly in the
United States.

Latino values enrich the existing
diversity in the United States,
providing strength to meet existing
weaknesses while allowing its
Latino culture to be strengthened
by other cultures. Involved in
almost every productive endeavor
in this country, from farm fields to

10 Colorado Episcopalian

the building trades, to universities,
hospitals, restaurants, and the
hallways of government buildings.

The enriching and benevolent
presence of Latinos here in
Colorado is only one example of
the ways in which Latinos add
value to practically all world
communities. The human and
Christian community would be
incomplete without Latinos.

Offering the strength of a
community based in family life,
and a community life that affirms
their individuality with a strength
forged by years of oppression
and the impulse of an immigrant
community not contained by
borders, the Latino Community
is a vast experience in racial
mixture and mestizaje, and
values inspired by Latino faith
and spirituality.

The Latino community is here
to stay in participating and
developing this country and the
church, offering capable and
well-trained leaders.

The vision of the Latino Ministry
of the Episcopal Church in
Colorado is “to fully reflect the
richness and unity of the Body of
Christ, by welcoming, forming,
engaging, and incorporating
Latinos at every level of our life
together into the Jesus Movement
of making “disciples of all
nations, and transforming this
world by the power of the Good
News of Jesus.” m

THE REV. QUIRINO CORNEJO is
the Missioner for Multicultural
Ministries for the Episcopal Church
in Colorado. To learn more, please
visit EpiscopalColorado.org/
multicultural-ministries.



—

i

on un numero de

poblacién que alcanza a

los 60.6 millones en 2019,
los Latinos han convertido a
Estados Unidos en el segundo
pais Hispano mas grande del
mundo, después de México. De
hecho, la comunidad Latina /
Hispana se ha convertido en
una de las comunidades de
mads rapido crecimiento en el
pais, con 10 millones mas que
en el 2010 (U.S. Census Bureau
Releases 2019, junio 25, 2020).
Este es el mayor crecimiento
absoluto, con un aumento del
20%, haciendo de los Latinos
el segundo grupo étnico mas
grande del pais. Constituyen
el 18.5% de la poblacién
estadounidense, la mayoria
de los cuales han nacido aqui.
Con una edad promedio de 29.8
afios, también son el grupo
étnico mas joven del pais.

S
it

Catechumens are welcome as they are fully initiated into the Christian Life at Cristo Rey,

Denver. (Taken pri

El estado de Colorado ha visto
un aumento del 20.5% en la
poblacién hispana en la tltima
década. Mas del 20% de la
poblacién total en Colorado son
ahora Latinos, con un total de
casi 1.3 millones de personas.

En vista de estos notables
cambios de poblacion, y para
vivir mds intencional y fielmente
en lo que Dios nos llama, como
Iglesia, para llegar a ser, debemos
esforzarnos por una iglesia mds
auténticamente multiétnica y
multicultural. Esta lucha por la
verdadera diversidad es tanto

el desafio como la oportunidad
para la Iglesia, en todas sus
expresiones. Con fe y con
integridad, debemos profundizar
en la busqueda de formary
equipar congregaciones para

que reflejen mds ampliamente
quiénes somos, quiénes

or to COVID-19) Photo courtesy the Rev. Quirino Cornejo

hemos sido y en quiénes

nos estamos convirtiendo.

Por “diversidad real”, me

refiero a la concurrencia en
nuestras congregaciones de la
composicidn étnica y racial de
nuestros respectivos contextos,
trabajando hacia una visién mas
completa de la imagen de Dios

y la plenitud de la creacién de
Dios en nuestras congregaciones
y comunidades.

Al basar este articulo en las
visiones estratégicas de Iglesia
Evangélica Luterana de América
y la Iglesia Episcopal, deseo
centrarme en la comunidad
Latina como uno de los
componentes de la iglesia
multicultural y multiétnica.
Como una “comunidad de
comunidades”, los Latinos
instituyen pueblos diversos. Son
descendientes de indigenas y de
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decendencia africana, asidticay
europea. Sus culturas se fusionan
en una identidad multicultural. La
diversidad resultante es vista por
muchos Latinos como un regalo
de Dios. Los Latinos representan
una mezcla de nacionalidades,
etnias y grados de aculturacion

en la cultura estadounidense
predominante. No todos los
Latinos hablan, leen y escriben
espafiol o portugués. El estado
legal difiere: La mayoria de los
Latinos son residentes legales,
ciudadanos o nacidos en los
Estados Unidos; sélo una minoria
son inmigrantes indocumentados.

La comunidad Latina es una
corriente espiritual y cultural

que alimenta y contribuye a un
Estados Unidos y un Caribe méds
diversos. Sus contribuciones
surgen de la comprension de

sus responsabilidades cristianas

e histéricas, observando su
transformacion de ser objetos

del Evangelio a ser sujetos del
Evangelio: de ser s6lo receptores
de la Buena Nueva a convertirse en
los agentes del anuncio evangélico;
de ser ministerio para, al ser
ministerio con. Es decir, se estan
convirtiendo en los medios a través

de los cuales Dios esta renovando
el anuncio evangélico en todo el
mundo, particularmente en los
Estados Unidos.

Los valores Latinos enriquecen

la diversidad ya existente en los
Estados Unidos, proporcionando
fuerza para satisfacer debilidades
existentes, al mismo tiempo que
permiten ser fortalecidos por las
otras culturas. Involucrdndose en
casi todos los esfuerzos productivos
en este pais: desde campos
agricolas, a oficios de construccion,
en universidades, hospitales,
restaurantes y en los pasillos de
edificios gubernamentales.

La presencia enriquecedoray
benévola de Latinos aqui en
Colorado es s6lo un ejemplo de
las formas en que los Latinos
agregan valor a practicamente
todas las comunidades del
mundo. La comunidad humana
y cristiana estaria incompleta sin
los Latinos.

Ofreciendo la fuerza de una
comunidad basada en la

vida familiar que afirma su
individualidad con una fortaleza
forjada por afios de opresiéon y

el impulso de una comunidad
inmigrante no contenida por las
fronteras, la Comunidad Latina
es una vasta experiencia en
mezcla racial y mestizaje, y de
valores inspirados por la fe y la
espiritualidad Latina.

La comunidad Latina esta

aqui para quedarse y seguir
participando en el desarrollo de
este pais y la iglesia, ofreciendo
lideres capaces y bien entrenados.

Lavision del Ministerio Latino de
laIglesia Episcopal en Colorado

es “reflejar plenamente la riqueza

y la unidad del Cuerpo de Cristo,
acogiendo, formando, involucrando
e incorporando a la poblacién Latina
en todos los niveles de nuestra vida
juntos en el Movimiento de Jesus -
de hacer “discipulos de todas las
naciones, y transformar este mundo
con el poder de la Buena Nueva de
Jesus” m

THE REV. QUIRINO CORNEJO
es el Misionero de Ministerios
Multiculturales de la Iglesia
Episcopal en Colorado. Para
obtener mas informacién,
visite EpiscopalColorado.org/
multicultural-ministries.

Bishop Kym Lucas confirms young adults at her pastoral visit at the multicultural congregation of Intercession in Thornton.
(Taken prior to COVID-19) Photo courtesy the Rev. Quirino Cornejo
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