THE YEAR OF RESLIENCE (Easter 2015 – Lent 2016)

The Bishop set forth a goal for the Year of Resilience “to help every congregation in the Diocese develop a Resilience & Preparedness Plan appropriate for their congregation and ministries”.  Saint David’s Preparedness Committee consists of Don Butzlaff, Carolynne Forster, Karen Lege and Joan Simmons.  The committee has created a plan of action and has taken steps towards completing this task.  The following is an outline of our plan:

GOAL #1 – To ensure the health and safety of all members of Saint David’s; while at church, and on group outings.

A. Data has been collected on Every Member which includes next of kin contact information and member health issues.  This information will be kept confidential.
B. During most of our Sunday services we are fortunate to have medically trained members in attendance.  We are also assessing which members would like to take a CPR class, and will arrange one if enough people are interested.
C. Cell phones are in abundance in the sanctuary during services, should a ‘911’ call be necessary.

D. A hospital and emergency room is a five-minute drive away.

GOAL #2 – To be in close contact with all members and ensure communication exists in our rural, and geographically spread out Parish.

A. A phone tree has been created and is headed up by 5 members of the Disaster Preparedness team.  Parish members have noted their preferred method of communication on their data sheets and will be contacted via landline, cell phone, text or email messages.  After the Senior Warden has notified each caller they each have a maximum of 4 calls to make, so information will be shared fairly quickly. 
B. Our At-Risk members have been identified and their contact information shared with their local emergency providers.

GOAL #3 – Resuming worship services quickly should our church building be evacuated.

A.
The phone tree calls will be made advising members that we will meet in a different location for worship during the evacuation.  Cathedral Ridge is convenient (providing we have access to Hwy 67 north) or Saint Andrews in Cripple Creek (if Hwy 67 south is open).

B.
Our two supply Priests will determine if they wish to (and are able to) come up to Woodland from the Springs.

C.
Different types of disasters, in different geographical areas, will determine how and where we can meet, and how many members may be affected.

D.
The team which responds to the evacuation notice will consist of 4-5 individuals who will move in and out quickly to pack and retrieve totes, so as not to pose an increased concern to emergency workers.

E.
Our facility is used by other community entities:  AA meets on Saturday mornings, and the Community Cupboard (our local food bank) uses our basement for storage.  Their contact persons are noted in the Preparedness Plan for timely notification in case of evacuation.

GOAL #4 – To protect and preserve our church building, grounds and valuables.

A.
Saint David’s is covered by the Diocese’s insurance policy, and the contact information is in the Preparedness Plan.

B.
Storage bins have been purchased and content labels created and attached to each lid (and notations as to where the items are located).  These are for valuables which cannot be replaced by insurance.

C.
A lock box containing a door key is on the back porch.  Woodland Park Police and Fire Departments have the code to ensure they are able to get inside without having to break down doors (and leave the building unsecured).
D.
A video has been made and stored on a thumb drive off-site of the equipment and furnishings in Saint David’s.  This will provide adequate verification for insurance purposes.

GOAL #5 – To be able to sustain our members and maintain our facility.

A. By taking care of ourselves and each other we will be less of a burden to Emergency Services, and also be in a position to offer help and support to our community.  For example, if areas of Woodland are evacuated but we are not, we have room on our lot for livestock trailers to safely park, and room inside for supervised, crated companion animals.

B. Our Plan has been shared with another local church to gather their support and perhaps give them an awareness of their own Preparedness.

Thank you to the Disaster Preparedness Committee for your dedication to this project.  And Thank You to all our Members for providing the information we’ve requested, in order to help keep us all safe and able to continue to worship together.  

Respectfully submitted,

Carolynne Forster – Disaster Preparedness Committee Member
