
The Catechumenate 

 What is the Catechumenate? 
– A process developed by the early Church by 

which the Christian community welcomes 
inquirers into a process of formation and 
candidacy that leads to baptism and ministry. 

 



Modern interest in the 
catechumenate 
 Pre Christendom, Christendom &  Post 

Christendom 
– Vatican II 
– RCIA (1971) 
– BCP 1979 
– BOS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After WW II, the Roman Catholic Church convened Vatican II to address the issue that European Christians had been baptized, but not Christianized.The early Church was a missionary community in a mult-cultural world. During Christendom the church was a religious institution serving a Christian society.In the modern, post-Christendom era, the situation of the Church is more like pre-christendom, prior to circa 400 than christendom circa 400 to 20th c.The result was new translations of the Bible, Eucharistic reforms and the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults in 1971.The 1979 BCP and BOS reflect contemporary insights and include provision and rites for the catechumenate.



Biblical Basis of the 
Catechumenate 
 

– The Great Commission (Matt 28.20ff.) 
 Go 
 Make Disciples 
 Baptize  
 Teach 

– The Road To Emmaus (LK 24.13 ff.) 
 Join the Conversation 
 Interpret the Scriptures 
 Prayer & Sacramental enlightenment 
 Teach 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The four verbs of the Great Commission represent the stages of the catechumenate.The catechumenate is the way the early Christian communities organized itself to carry out the Great Commission.The Road to Emmaus shows the catechumenate in action.



The Historical Catechumenate 
(Before 400) 

 Stages 
– Pre Catechumenate Inquiry 
– Catechumenate 
– Enlightenment 
– Mystagogia 

 Rites 
– Admission 
– Enrollment 
– Scrutinies 
– The Great Celebration Of Easter (Baptism, Eucharist, 

Confirmation) 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The historical catechumenate was a process of formation and initiation and through stages marked by rites.The Pre-catechumenate stage was an informal period of mutual inquiry and invitation. Cf. “What do you seek?...Where are you staying?...Come and see.” (Jn. 1.37.ff)The Catechumenate stage was marked by the Rite of Admission and could last years. Catechumens were members of the community, entitled to Christian marriage and burial, but not Eucharist.Lent was a time of prayer and “special acts of devotion” by which the baptized community joined in solidarity with those who had been enrolled as candidates for baptism at EasterThe Great Celebration of Easter was the climax of the Catechumenate process, and the cornerstone around which the Church Year was built. Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation are a unified rite within the Easter Liturgy. The Eucharist is that part of the Easter Celebration that continues throughout the year. The Mystagogia stage was a time when the baptized were instructed in the mysteries of life in Christ in light of the sacraments, presented through the use of biblical analogies and allegories.



The Historical Catechumenate 
(After 400) 

• The Church  Year 
• A Mission Cycle built around the “cornerstone” (Hatchett)  

of the Great Celebration of Easter 

• The Ordination Process 
• Aspirancy 
• Postulancy 
• Candidacy 
• Post-Ordination 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The catechumenate fell into disuse after the conversion of Constantine in the 4th Century, as the Church entered the era of Christendom, and infant baptism became the norm.The catechumenate has left its imprint on the church in the Church Year and the Ordination process.



The Catechumenate Today 

 
 RCIA (1971) 
 BCP (1979) 

– Ash Wednesday preface 
– The Easter Vigil 
– Adult baptism by immersion  

 BOS 
– The Catechumenate 

 The Faith-Seeking Journey 
 The Diocese Of Colorado 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The RCIA is the norm for Roman Catholics, with large resources of the Church devoted to its implementation.The 1979 BCP reflects contemporary understanding of the catechumenate, principally by establishing adult baptism by immersion as the norm for baptism, including the Easter Vigil as “the first service of Easter Day,” and referencing the catechumenate in the Invitation to Lent on Ash WednesdayThe BOS includes rites and directions for the Catechumenate.The Catechumenate is practiced by a number of congregations in the Diocese of Colorado including St. John’s Cathedral, Denver and Grace and St. Stephen's, Colorado Springs.



The Faith-Seeking Journey 

 Stages and the Church 
Year 
– Inquiry (Late Pentecost) 
– Formation (Advent 

through Epiphany) 
– Enlightenment (Lent) 
– Initiation (Easter) 

 Rites 
– Admission (1st Advent) 
– Enrollment (1st Lent) 
– Creed and Lord’s Prayer 

(3rd (and 5th) Lent) 
– Easter Celebration 
– Commitment to 

Christian Service 
(Pentecost) 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Faith-Seeking Journey is a program of new member ministry based on the catechumenate model.The FSJ includes 4 stages related to the seasons of the Church year, and rites included in the BOS.



The Faith-Seeking Journey 
(cont’d) 
 Content and Style 

– Inquiry: Church History and Storytelling 
– Formation: Liturgy of the Word and Reflective 

Bible Study 
– Enlightenment: Daily Office and Sharing 
– Initiation: Sacraments and Discernment 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each stage of FSJ has its own content focus and style of conversation, designed to move participants more deeply into the mystery of life in Christ.



Principles 

 Conversion is a process, not a moment 
 Storytelling 
 Reflective Learning 
 Faith lives in Community 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The catechumenate is based on sound pedagogical principles that include these:Conversion is a process, not a momentStorytellingReflective LearningFaith lives in Community



Questions 

 Already baptized? 
 Confirmation 

– A “Rite of Initiation”? 
– A Pastoral Office? 

 The Great Celebration of Easter? 
 Justification by faith or qualification? 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Already baptized? 	How can candidates for confirmation, reception and re-affirmation be included in the catechumenate process?What is Confirmation -If Confirmation is  “Rite of Initiation” how is baptism “full initiation by water and the holy spirit into Christ’s body, the Church” (BCP 298)?The 1979 BCP includes Confirmation as the first “Pastoral Office” of the Church. i.e. Confirmation is the form and type of the Church’s pastoral ministry represented and celebrated by the bishop as the Chief Pastor of the Church. As a pastoral office, confirmation is independent of baptism and eucharist.The Great Celebration of Easter? How can the Great Celebration of Easter be made to be “the first celebration of Easter Day?”How can the catechumenate prevent a theology that denies Justification by faith and substitutes qualification?
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